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SOCIAL CHANGES
	Same-sex marriages have become rampant in the United States, and it is only inevitable that persons should not be denied the privilege to marry each other based on their sexual orientations. Denial of same-sex marriages is discriminatory and should not be tolerated in a progressive society. The paper provides a conceptual framework of the arguments and counterarguments on whether same-sex marriages should be socially-accepted or not. 
	Sexual minorities ought to have the same privileges as heterosexuals when it comes to marriage. They are also American citizens and cannot be mistreated based on their abnormal sexual preferences.  Banning gay marriages is unconstitutional since it denies heterosexual couples equal dignity as other citizens and differentiates them as second-class citizens. Such phenomena are hurtful and discriminative. According to Christine Gregoire, America has strived to fight discrimination to protect the people of color, women, persons with disabilities, and immigrants since time immemorial, and legalizing same-sex marriage is not different (ProCon.org, n. d).  Besides, the concept of traditional marriages is no longer applied in the contemporary world where a man is not expected to marry a woman. According to Nancy F. Scott, unlike two centuries ago when sexual minorities existed in small portions in Western Europe and North America, they are widespread in the US after legalization in some of the states (ProCon.org, n. d). It is the right time to legalize same-sex marriages since we cannot change immutable characteristics that sexual minorities exhibit, but accept and help them integrate into society. 

	On the contrary, the institution of marriage is culturally-centred and ought to align with social requirements that require that marriages should only be between a man and a woman. The institution of marriage dates several millennia ago, and virtually since man came to existence. According to John F. Harvey, marriage has been part and parcel of the human race, and it is biblically perceived as a union between a man and a woman (ProCon.org, n. d). , and there is no need to change something that has defined most social organizations for several years. From a religious standpoint, marriage is meant for procreation and sexual minorities cannot do that. The primary purpose of matrimony is to procreate and raise children until they reach adulthood. According to Bertrand Russell, sexual relations are only essential to society when they lead to the reproduction of children (ProCon.org, n. d). Therefore, all individuals need to fulfil their social and religious responsibilities of procreation to ensure continuity of humanity. 
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